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Mission Update  By: Mervin Sommers, IFM Director 
 
Christian Greetings, 
 God moves in mysterious ways His wonders to perform.  Many times we donôt 
understand why God allows things to happen the way they do, but as we wait on Him we 
see that greater things are in store for us. 
 Since the medical emergency of the earthquake is past, we have wanted to get 
started with a rebuilding project to help some who are living in tent cities.  The 
government gave us one acre of land at Croix-de-Bouquets, but when we sent our first 
load of sand, people from the community came out and said they donôt want a housing 
project there.  This was a difficult time for us since we really wanted to help some of the 
poor unfortunate people for which many of you have donated funds.  But God knew that 
the location wasnôt really appropriate and closed the door via the community.  Now the 
government is in the process of giving us a 2-3 acre parcel which will actually be much, 
much better than the first parcel.  This again gives us cause to not doubt God and what 
He is doing.  Praise the Lord! 
 We appreciated the work team from Blountstown, FL for working on the Haiti church 
addition project.  They were able to do the truss extensions, install the new roof, as well 
as some of the work on the walls, etc.   
 Due to the earthquake in January and school time lost, school will not dismiss for a 
summer vacation this year.  Students will then be allowed to count this as a full year of 
schooling.  
 We continue to need a secretary for the home office in Michigan as Juanita Stauffer 
plans to return to her home in Minnesota in October after serving for 3 years.  This  
position could be filled by either  
a male or female with some  
bookkeeping and computer  
knowledge.  Please contact  
Merv Sommers for more  
information: 517-287-4007  
or 517-398-4669 (cell).  
 We thank God for all of  
our faithful supporters through  
the years that make this work  
of the Lord possible.   
Presentations of the work as  
well as financial statements  
are available upon request. 
 God bless you all! 

 
 
 
 

Meeting to discuss the new relief property 
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Changing Lives   By: Ray Bingaman 
         
Where do I start telling how I have seen other peopleôs lives change down here or how mine has 
changed?  When I came to Haiti, I thought I knew how to love people, but I was wrong. What I did 
was put a smile on my face and say ñHave a nice dayò and walk away, but not love people the 
way God loves them: really caring about what they care about and understanding why they care 
about it. The longer I am here Iôm finding out that I need to really love people, and the way I can 
do that is looking at them through the eyes of God and the eyes of man by first saying they are 
my brother/sister, an amazing creation of God, and Jesus died for them, too. Also, I need to put 
their needs in front of my own. When I do those things my whole perspective changes, and I can 
love people the way God does. While I have been here Iôve seen true love played out, and it is 
truly awesome, changing peopleôs lives for the good. If I really love someone the way God loves 
them, their lives will never be the same. That is my daily prayer: that I can love people the way 
God loves them and see them the way He sees them.  

By being changed yourself, you change others. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Hi! My name is Ruth Raber, and I hail from Goshen, IN.  I committed to work here for two years, and my first five 
months have flown by ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÆÁÓÔȦ ,ÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ȰÄÁÉÌÙȱ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÓÏ ÉÔ΄Ó ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ new and 
interesting to share, but I'll just tell you a bit about each of our 3 children.  
 Mich (Michelet) is 15 mo. and weighs almost 17 lbs. He is working on pushing his fourth tooth through. We continue 
to struggle to get him to eat; I don't understand how he doesn't get hungry, I thought all children like food, but 
he seemingly could care less if he ate or not, especially at breakfast when it can take up to an hour to get down his 
little  bowlful. I know some people would say, ȰÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÇÏȟ ÈÅ΄ÌÌ ÅÁÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ΄Ó ÈÕÎÇÒÙȱȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÈÁÒÄÌÙ 
afford to do that since he was so malnourished when he came, and he hasn't gained weight very fast.  Once in awhile 
he has a better day though when he eats well, particularly when it's rice for lunch.  He sure has a big voice for his tiny 
body!  7Å ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÈÉÍ ȰÐÒÅÁÃÈȱ ÏÒ ÔÁÌË ÂÁÃË ÔÏ *ÏÒÄÁÎȦ  He's been spending a lot more time on the floor and 
recently found out he can scootch forward. So far he'd only been able to propel himself in a circle with his legs. 
 The other day our yard guy, Pierre, used his machete to hack down a bunch of bananas outside our house and then 
brought them up on our porch.  Wilson watched the proceedings with much interest and after Pierre left, I found 
Wilson out on the sidewalk with a stick, vigorously whacking away at a bush, apparently trying to whack down his own 
bananas!  He would dearly love to have a playmate; he has come a long way in understanding that he needs to be 
gentle with the other two children here since they just aren't up to his speed of playing.  Came Suze is a good sport, 
though, and doesn't complain. Wilson will come up and sit on her or lay his head on her stomach, but she doesn't seem 
to mind; she just loves the attention! He's even been known to offer her bits of food off the floor! He has started 
talking some, though in a language of his own.  Lately he comes up to me, very earnestly looks me in the face, and 
rattles off a whole spiel. Can't wait to find out what's in that mischievous little head of his!  We usually don't have much 
ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÅÁÔȠ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÎÏ× ÈÉÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ȰÎÁÎÁȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÍÕÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÆÒÕÉÔȢ 
  Came Suze is the total opposite of Mich when it comes to appetite.  She'll eat as much as I do, or more if I let her.  
If I don't spoon it in fast enough she'll let me know with a "Aaahh! Aaahh!" or she'll beat on her tray with her knuckles.  
When I tell her "tout fini (all done)" and she still sees food, she can get the most distressed look on her face! She loves 
bath time and story time and gets very excited when she sees me pull out 101 Bible Stories.  Her mother lives here in 
town and has been coming about every week and a half to braid Came's hair; I'm glad for the interest she's showing.  
So far we'd been putting her hair in ponytails, though as it keeps getting longer that will no longer be very practical.  
She dearly loves visitors and gets really excited,giving out a shout of delight when she hears the gate open or when 
John pulls up in the van at lunchtime. 
 There will be a lot of changes in the near future. If plans hold out, we will have a new nanny by the middle of June 
and new houseparents the early part of July.  We will be very sad to see Kristine Wagler and John, Lois, & Jordan  
Yutzy  leave.   I'm also looking forward to working with the new staff.  Pray for all of us as we adjust and find a new 
ȰÎÏÒÍÁÌȱȢ 0ÒÁÙ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 
 
 

Childrenõs Home Corner   By: Ruth Raber, Nanny 

 



General 
     I would like to  
         contribute 
      $__________ 
     to be used where 
       needed most. 

  

    Disaster Relief 

I desire the enclosed  
$______ to help relieve 
 the suffering in Haiti  
resulting from the  
earthquake of Jan. 12, 2010 

Dominican Republic 
Outreach 

This $________ 

  
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

          

(right) Mary Ann Yoder from Ephrata, 

PA has begun a term as nanny at the 

Childrenôs Home.  She will be working 

especially with Came Suze, our child with 

cerebral palsy. 

 

(left) Matthew and Alicia Newcomer 

from Goshen, IN have been led by God to 

take Yutzyôs place. They will arrive in Haiti 

July 1st 

Aid for Orphans 
I am donating  
 $_________   
 to aid orphans 
 not in the IFM  
Childrenôs Home. 

  
Church Building 

I am donating $_____ for more   
space for the overflowing  
Water of  
Life Menn 
 Church 

  

Childrenôs Home 
  

I wish to give toward the operating  
expenses of the Childrenôs Home  
$__________monthly 
$___________one-time donation 

Food Pantry 
I wish to help stock  
the churchôs relief  
supply for the poor 
 within the church. 
$____monthly / $____one-time 
 

School Sponsorship 
 

I wish to sponsor #___ children at  
$10 per month/$12A0 per year.  I  
am enclosing $_______ as my  
initial payment and understand that  
I will receive a picture and more information. 
 

Food  for Teachers 
$20 will provide one teacher at least 25lbs. of 

rice.  I wish to help supplement teachersô 
salaries with: 

$_________monthly 
$_________one-time donation 
 

Dominican Republic 
Outreach 

This $________  
is to help bring  
Christ to the D.R. 

Medical Relief 
I would like to help  
those who canôt  
afford medical  
care. 
$_________monthly 
$_________one-time gift 

WELCOME!!! 
 

FAREWELL!!!  John and Lois Yutzy, along with their son Jordan, will be finishing their 

year of service July 9th.  We appreciate the time they spent as house parents at  the Childrenôs 
Home and with the community Bible Studies.  We wish them the Lordôs blessing as they return to 
normal life in Canada. 

Any Sponsored donations received above and beyond the present need will be used for a similar cause. 
 

Above all- 
PRAY! 

 


